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Dear Sirs 

Patents Act 1977: Search Report under Section 17(5) 

I enclose two copies of my search report and a copy of the citations. 



Reived 

MAY * < 2001 



Plurality of invention 

I consider that your application relates to more than one invention. Claim 1 represents three 
alternatives, and claim 38 apparently adds a fourth invention. Claim 20 is considered to relate 
to the same inventions as claim 1. 

Each of the inventions represents a method or apparatus for downloading requested data from 
one of a plurality of clients to the client which requested the data. This common subject 
matter is anticipated by each of the cited documents. 

The distinguishing features of the inventions are 

i) the requesting client issues a request to a server, as claimed in claims 1 and 20 at least; 

ii) the requesting client issues a request to one or more clients, as claimed in claims 1 and 20 
at least; 

iii) the requesting client connects to a least one client whose address is on a proxy list held by 
the requesting client, as claimed in claims 1 and 20; 

iv) the requesting client is provided with means for selecting the client form which data will 
be downloaded, as claimed in claim 38 at least. 

My search report relates to the first invention only. If you want any of the other inventions 
searched, you should file a separate Patents Form 9/77 for each invention. 
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Publication 

I estimate that, provided you have met all formal requirements, preparations for publication 
of your application will be completed soon after 22 January 2002. You will then receive a 
letter informing you of completion and telling you the publication number and date of 
publication. 

Amendment/withdrawal 

If you wish to file amended claims for inclusion with the published application, or to 
withdraw the application to prevent publication, you must do so before the preparations for 
publication are completed. No reminder will be issued. If you write to the Office less 
than 3 weeks before the above completion date, please mark your letter prominently- 
"URGENT - PUBLICATION IMMINENT" . 

Yours faithfully 

John Cullen 
Examiner 
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